Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Draft minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2007

Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Alan Duce
	Mr Charles Swan

	Mr Tony Howes
	Miss Cynthia Wake

	Nr Nick Larkin
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Peter Medhurst
	Mr Chris Wright

	Mr George Saunders
	Mr Christopher Yardley


In Attendance



Ms Sarah Jenkinson - Solicitor

Mr Rob Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services

Mr Nick Sanderson, Head Ranger (Countryside)

Ms Jess Tunstall – Information Officer
1
Apologies for absence


Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Liz Brooks, Robin Buxton, Hattie Llewelyn–Davies, Tony Howes and Charles Swan. 
2
Appointment of Chairman

The Head of Administration and Committee Services invited nominations for the position of Chairman for the forthcoming year.

It was proposed and duly seconded that Dr Keith Bacon be appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations, it was

RESOLVED

that Dr Bacon be appointed as Chairman for the forthcoming year.

3
Appointment of Vice Chairman
It was proposed and duly seconded that Mr Graham Downing be appointed as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.

There being no other nominations, it was

RESOLVED

that Mr Graham Downing be appointed as Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year.
4
Chairman’s Announcement

The Chairman reported that Jill Wright had submitted her resignation from the Forum.  Living a long way from the Broads area she had found it difficult to get to meetings and consequently, on reflection, she had decided that it would be best to terminate her membership.
Members requested the Head of Administration and Committee Services to write to Jill expressing their appreciation for her contribution and interest in the Forum.
5
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 September 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

6
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes

(1)
Minute 45: Forum Publicity

With regard to the proposal to promote access in the Broads with young people the Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the Ranger team would be doing work over the next year in relation to this issue.  A National Park Education Conference had recently taken place in Whitby with two members of the Ranger team attending. This had led to the development of a number of sound ideas and good contacts with similar initiatives with other UK national park authorities. In addition, a course on Education for Sustainable Development had been recently run at Whitlingham Country Park, and further contacts with local education providers had been made.  Peter Medhurst suggested that Easton College could be involved as they have year round facilities.

(2)
Minute 48: Consultation on Access to the Coast
The latest Access Newsletter, issued by Natural England, which had been circulated to members, reported that the summary of responses to the Consultation on Proposals to Improve Access to the English Coast had now been published.  The summary, which runs to over 200 pages, was available on the Defra website. 

The news letter stated that:
“From analysis of the consultation responses the Government concluded that the overall weight of the responses supported Natural England’s recommendation that new legislation was the best way forward for improving access to the coast. It has therefore been announced that the Government intends to legislate so that the public will have the right to walk around the English coast for the first time.  

We are now developing the detail of the legislation and will be seeking to identify an appropriate opportunity to introduce coastal access legislation.  Further work is being undertaken to look at some of the main areas of concern that came out of the consultation. These included issues of liability, costs, compensation, estuaries and higher rights. “

(3)
Minute 48: Broads Local Development Framework – Development Control Policies
The Forum agreed that it would be desirable if the new Planning Development policies for the Broads Executive area contained a provision to levy section 106 charges which could then be used to improve the local infrastructure. The Forum requested that this view be submitted to the Broads Authority in the context of the forthcoming consultation exercise. 
7
Northern Broads Cycle routes


The Chairman reported that unfortunately Mr Peter Howe from Broadland cycles was unable to attend the meeting for family reasons. The presentation would be deferred to a future meeting.   

8
Forum Publicity and Website


The Information Officer made a presentation regarding the section on the Broads Authority website which contained information about the Local Access Forum and contained many useful links providing information on access and activities in the Broads.

The working group chaired by George Saunders, which had been tasked with reviewing the website content, had met in October and a number of additions had been made as a consequence. One suggestion was that links to members’ organisations if related to access issues could be added. Any members who had such a link should forward these to the Head of Administration and Committee Services.

The Information Officer reported that it was hoped to include an article about the BLAF in the 2008 edition of the Broadcaster.  Major publicity about the Forum would need to be linked to a positive news story such as the opening of a new walking route or similar.

The Forum thanked the Information Officer for her presentation and noted the current position with regard to the website.
9
Forum Involvement with individual rights of way and Planning applications  


 The Forum considered a report by the Head of Administration and Committee Services and Solicitor which dealt with the extent to which it was appropriate for the Forum to get involved with specific rights of way cases.

The Solicitor took members through the report and in particular 
highlighted the part of the Forum’s constitution stated that:


”the Forum will consider strategic/significant issues only and will not be asked to consider detailed operational matters such as individual planning applications and individual rights of way matters such as diversions except where they may have significant strategic importance or implications for Broads Authority policy.” 

She stated that she would seek to clarify exactly how the BLAF might be asked for its view on matters of strategic importance with regard to particular planning applications and report back to the next meeting.


 RESOLVED
(i) 
to note the relevant aspect of the Forum’s constitution; and

(ii) not to take a direct role in supporting the development of the path at Barsham Marshes.
10
Forward Work Plan


The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside) which set out progress in implementing the forward work plan.

Reference was made to Action 2(v) regarding the publication of walks leaflets.  The Head Ranger (Countryside) confirmed that where other organisations had produced quality walking leaflets these would be stocked in TICs alongside the Authority’s own walking leaflet.

The Head Ranger (Countryside) agreed that it would be useful to produce something in relation to canoe trails independent of the canoe hire centres.

RESOLVED
that the report be noted.

11
Geldeston Locks Project


The Forum considered a report by the Countryside Ranger (Waveney) and the Head Ranger (Countryside) which outlined a proposed project to restore the Geldeston Lock as a heritage attraction, and to integrate it into wider access enhancements. The Head Ranger (Countryside) also gave a slide presentation. The BLAF welcomed the proposal although the ongoing cost of maintaining the locks once restored was highlighted. 

In response to a question the Head Ranger (Countryside) confirmed that there would be preliminary surveys of the surrounding flora to ensure that any comparatively rare plants, etc would not be discarded as a result the work.


It was agreed that the possibility of using dredgings to form part of the reinstatement could be investigated. The use of appropriate interpretation which was both effective and sensitive to the surroundings was emphasised.

RESOLVED


to welcome the proposals with respect to the restoration works at Geldeston Locks.

12    
 Discovering Lost Ways


The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside) concerning the Discovering Lost Ways project and highlighted ongoing discussions between Natural England and Defra about a proposal for the repeal of the section of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act which requires that all lost ways should be registered by 2026.  Under the legislation as it currently stands any lost ways not registered by this date will be lost forever.  

Opinion on the issue of the proposed repeal was divided.  The majority of the members were supportive of the proposal although it was acknowledged that the Government need to put resources into the project to make it effective. This was not unanimous and a minority representing landowners and land management favoured a cut off point of 2026 which would end any uncertainties about ownership. 

RESOLVED
(i) that  the proposal for the repeal of that section of the CROW Act which concerns the registration of historic public rights of way in 2026 be supported; 

(ii) that the maintenance of funding to ensure that definitive maps are as accurate as possible be supported; and

(iii) that representations be made accordingly.

13
National Forum


The Forum considered a report by the Head Ranger (Countryside).  Appended to which were letters from Duncan Graham (Chair of the Cumbria LAF) and David Northcliffe (Chair of the West Yorkshire Pennine LAF) proposing the establishment of a National Access Forum.

The meeting felt such a Forum could be useful as a pressure group and as a means of sharing knowledge and experience. Consequently it was felt if it was possible for a member of the Forum to attend the meeting with the Chief Executive of Natural England referred to in Duncan Graham’s letter then this would be worthwhile.  The Forum could discuss the issue again after that had taken place.

RESOLVED


to proceed on the basis outlined above.
14
Broadland Flood Alleviation Scheme: BESL’s programme of works – Improved Access Opportunities


The Head Ranger (Countryside) updated the meeting on BESL’s programme of works and improved access opportunities. A note from the Broads Projects Co-ordinator was circulated which included a picture of the Carlton Marshes path.

It was suggested that, with regard to the Carlton Marshes path, the top of crest piling could be built up as a seat to a higher level every two hundred yards which would provide a rest stop for the partially disabled.  The Head Ranger (Countryside) undertook to pass this suggestion onto BESL.
RESOLVED

that the report be noted.

15
Green Awards and Pride of Norfolk Awards

The Forum considered reports by the Head of Administration and Committee Services and the Head Ranger (Countryside) concerning respectively Green Awards and Pride in Norfolk Awards. 

The Forum agreed that the Broads Authority should be encouraged to explore the possibility of establishing a “Most improved walk in the Broads Award”. The purpose would be to give parish councils an incentive to improve and enhance existing footpaths/rights of way in their area.
Reference was made to the invitation by Natural England to make a presentation on a specific path enhancement project at its annual conference.  It was suggested that the Broads Projects Co-ordinator be approached to establish if he would be willing to make such a presentation in respect of the Beccles Way project. 


RESOLVED

(i) to request the Head Ranger (Countryside) to assess the possibility of working up a proposal  for a “Most improved walk in the Broads Award to put to the Broads Authority; and 
(ii) to enquire of the Broads Project Co-ordinator whether he would be willing to attend the Natural England conference to make a presentation in respect of the Beccles Way project.
16
Any other business

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported on developments with regard to the memorial seat for Laurie Ritchie.  The Forum felt that a native recycled hard wood would be a better material for the bench to be made from rather than the material suggested in the circulated pamphlet.


The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that the Ordnance Survey was updating its 1:25,000 map of the Broads and had requested any updates.  Members could forward these to him and he would pass them onto the Ordnance Survey.   

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that Simon Hooton, the new Director of Conservation and Countryside Management, would be taking up his post with effect from 7 January 2008.  Lucy Harris the new Head of Valley Management would also be starting with the Authority that day.  She would oversee strategy with regard to the Whole Valley Approach which the Authority had adopted and as such she would be particularly involved with the Countryside Rangers and might have some involvement with the Forum. 
17
Date of next meeting


It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum will be held on Tuesday 11 March 2008 at Lound.


The meeting concluded at 5.10pm
Chairman
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